Network for International Protection of Refugees

Post: 18 Shannon Place, Adelaide SA 5000, Australia
Email: netipr @ senet.com.au
http: // users.senet. com. au / ~netipr

18 Qctober 2002

Mr. A Hope, Coroner

10 Floor, Grain Pool Building
172 St George Terrace
Perth WA 6000

Re: The inquest into the deaths of Fatima Husseini (b.1981) and Nurjan Husseini (b.1946)

Dear Sir,

Network for International Protection of Refugees is a South Australia based refugee advocacy group.
We are aware that the West Australian Coroner will hold an inquest into the circumstances surrounding
the drowning death of Fatima Husseini (b.1981) and Nurjan Husseini (b.1946). Fatima Husseini was
reported to be pregnant at the time of her death. We understand that these two women were drowned
during the operation by Royal Australian Navy Frigate, HMAS Woloongong, and Australian Custom
Vessel, Amhem Bay, intercepting the refugee boat Sumbar Lestari to tum its course back to
international water.

We are alarmed by the reports that the inquest will not likely to include refugee withesses.
Regarding the Royal Australian Navy interception against unarmed asylum seekers boats, there have
been much censorship as will as manipulation of news by the Australian Government, With the Sumbar
Lestari incident, there was a claim by government sources (Commander Joint Task Force 639) of
refugees liting a fire onboard. The claim was retracted later by the Immigration Minister (News items
included). Therefore, it is essential that refugee witnesses be brought to testify the inquest so as to
corroborate with the testimony of Australian Navy/Custom Officers. it should also be arranged for the
relatives of the deceased to observe the inquest.

We trust that you will be making use of all availabie avenue to establish and to bring justice to
those who are ultimately responsible for the death of these two asylum seekers.

Yours respectfully

rL’/‘(;MA/e.Oo)F}“_

Executive Committes
Network for International Protection of Refugees

Copy:

1. Hon Daryl William, Attorney General
2. Hon Philip Ruddock, Minister for Immigration
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To: RRAN RRAN
sent: Friday, September 20, 2002 11:22 pM
Subject: [rran] [Fwd: inquest]

The inquest into the deaths of 2 women asylum seekers on their way teo
sulstralia off Ashmore Reef is -due Lo be held in the week starting

Movember 4th.
. ' .
T atctended the di;ections hearing in the Coroner's court, a number of
shings disturbing me. These inglude the list of witnesses to be called -

20 naval and customs officers bul no refugee witnesses. Neither was
there any indication that the family of the two women are to be brought
to perth. v ‘

As you know the Human Rights Council successfully lobbied the WA
Coroner to hold an inguest and it scems just that it be as open as is
possible (especially given the way lhat Senate and other hearings have
unfolded) '

Using information here or from the barrister Catherine Crawford would
you please write a letter on behalf{ of your organisaticon to the Coroner,
Mr A Hope, 10th Floor, Grain Pool Buildingy 172 St Georges Tce Perth
6000 to ask that refugee witnesses be brought to Perth for the inquest

i 1s0. o '
and family members als ‘" a

Then write to Minister Ruddock saying you have requested this of the
Coroner and point out that refugee witnesses have been brought to Perth
for the hearing into people smuqgling resulting in the Tampa crisis

The Sumber Laestari lLook on &4 poople including crew. All of them but
the two women were rescued whon thoe boat caught fire and sank 2 days
before the electicn. Fatimeh Hussaini aged 20 was pregnant and her
husband Sayed Shahi Hussaing is detained at Christmas Island. Neoorjan
Hussaini (not related) was about 40 and her son is detained at nauru. It
seems right and fair that family members be brought to Perth for the
inquest and provided with intetpreler services among other things.

As there are currently 7 Naurdl tampa witnesses in the perth detention
center it can be said that a precedent has been set to bring witnesses.

It was clear at the hearing that Lhe Commonwealth (Ceand team
representing Navy, Customs and DIMIA (!) did not want to extend the list
of witnesses to include refugses. -

Thank you for your earliest considoration
e e e i —— — —— e y sl P—
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But. Justice Kirby said the 356-day iimilL in effect deprived visa
applicants of their rights to go te the lligh Court.

Many asylum-seekers could not speak English, were in detention and
could not readily access lawyers and, when they did, received poor
advice, he said. ' .

"Wee've had enough cases to know that happens,” Justice Kirby said.
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Natalle 0'Brian

THE confidential incident brief to
COMAST refers (o themn as PlIs
_sailing an SIEV Into the AS contlgu-
W OUE zone and the eplsode s reported
‘as i safety of life st sea incident.
'But’ what this confusing navy-
“speak really meanas is that a boatload
of asylum-seekers was found heading
for Australiz when a fire forced them
“to jump overboard and two women
" tragleally drowned.
© John Howard yesterday t.ool: the
" rare slep of making public an intelll-
gence report describlng what the

"'This was a deliberate

“action . ., They all wore

“lifejackets’
Haval roport

' navy beleves was g deliberately Jit

el e et
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“fire aboard the Indonesian flagged

;;‘ﬂshing boat Sumbar Lestari.

The hrief to COMAST (the Com-
.mander of the Australian Theatre)
. Rear Admiral Chrix Ritehls — which

was released & day after Defence
Minister Peter Relth flatly refused to
release the Intelliigence report
regarding the alleged
throwing incident — says the boat-

children-

.Confusion of fire and
fear in navy’s report

people knew of the government pol-
icy and had done everything possible
to stop being returned to Indonaegia.
The hont was spotted by a Customs
vessel and HMAS Wollohgong was
called In to intercept it and board it
Navy reports say the boatpeople
threw piecez of the boat overboard
and that they had set up harricades
to stop personnel coming aboard.
1t also sald that when navy perso-
nel did get on deck they discovered
the boat was on fire in the midships
hold.
"Boarding party officer attempted to

-extinguish fire, which had taken hold

and a drum sxploded and the hold
erupted in flames,” the brief sald.

YAs the fire exploded the PII pan-
leked and rushed to the starboard slde
and the vessel lated 16 to 20 degreas,”

Some of the boalpeople jumped into
the sea and olhers were helped off by
navy olflcers. Two women wearing life-
Jackels were found a short time later
floating and unconseious with no pulm‘.'
and could not be revived .

The report concluded the fire was
deliberate and the exploding drutn
was _“Indicatlve of an attempt to.
prevent the boarding party from
extinguishing the fire”,

“That this was a dellherate actlon
by the PII iz reinforced hy the facé
they all wore lifeJackets.” . .

The Fdyertiser (o] '/ 200
“Government ‘acts like Goebbels’

A FORMER chief of the Aust-

- ralian navy has accused the Ped-
erdl Government of acting like
Nazi propagandsa mirister
Joseph (ioebbels in its handling
of defence and refugee issues.

Retlred Vice Admiral S8ir

. Richard Feek sald the Govern-
I ment had muselad dafence
. forces over whet was happening

with asylum seekers and deliber-
ately was keeplng the public in
the dark. “Under the current
rules the services generally are
completely muzzled and treated
rather in the wa%r the German
population wag treated by Dr
Cinabbels in World War IT - not
allowsd to any mnything in pub-
lic,"” he told ABC radio.
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